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Rats and Other Vermin 

 

Introduction ï  Pixie Bruner 

Shadow Puppet Roaches ï Alison Armstrong 

The Rat King ï Scott J. Couturier  

Pests ï Rex Burrows  

before the flies we must become ï Juleigh Howard-Hobson 

We maggots we (the maggotôs prayer) ï Juleigh Howard-Hobson 

The Rat and I ï Fleur Brown 

"Rats Know When the Ship Is Sinking", Intruder", and ñGnaw ï Simon Mohsin 

Dumpster Diver ï Ricardo Rebelo 

Ten Little Zombies ï Gregg Chamberlain 

Pirate Ratsï Cynthia Gallaher 

Rat Race ï Devin M. Anderson 

A Ballade of Xylophagous Insects ï Michael H. Payne 

Flashback ï Vampirlibido 

Vermin ï Mawr Gorshin 

  

 



From Pixie- 

 

Next month, no theme. Nothing to be afraid of, beyond us. The unknown, and the infinite darkness 

within returns. 

Thank you for joining us for the seventh issue of  Morsus Vitae. This is the Memento Mori Ink 

literary review focusing on poetry and microfiction. ñRemember you must die, so create to live.ò 

Submissions are always open. Literary merit is the only standard, and we always want it darker  

This month was an experiment with themes- ñRats and other Verminò. It was peculiar how the 

collective unconscious by and large all seized upon humans being the ultimate vermin. Socio-political 

poetry also occurred disproportionately in this theme call. This is the world we live in. I wanted to show 

various interpretations of the human rat seeing how this thread of pessimism, fear and base hungers, the 

reduction of man to feral beast, was interwoven like an irrevocable stain in the submissions. Some brought 

irony and humor, others explored the non-rat vermin. Shadows, emotions, nightmares, dust, parasites of all 

sorts, can be vermin that plague us as well. Not all vermin have teeth and claws. All the vermin here have 

substance, which surprised me. 

While we often have erotic horror in our pages, this month there is a page of extreme horror in 

which the predator and prey boundaries are blurred.  I admit, I love insects, except millipedes. Other than 

things with more than eight legs, or no legs, overall, I tolerate most insects. I have had many pet spiders 

and snakes. Such lovely creatures!  

This theme is disgusting, unsettling and natural. That should make it sit uncomfortably. We 

ourselves are the apex vermin.  

 But this is Morsus Vitae, after all.  

. 

 

Drink up, dreamers. 

All my Love, 

Pixie Bruner, Editor  

 HWA/SFPA Member 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 



  



  



 

  



  



 



  



  



 

  



 

  


